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BOARD OF EDUCATION HOLDS PUBLIC HEARINGS ON BOND ISSUE 

The Board of Education held two public hearings: a BINA hearing required by Illinois statute in 

order for the District to issue Alternate Revenue Bonds and a TEFRA hearing held pursuant to the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as required by the District’s intent to sell not to exceed $2,200,000 

alternate bonds for the purpose of altering, repairing, equipping, and improving the site of the 

District building at 4601 Sauk Trail, Richton Park, Illinois. Hearing no oral or written testimony 

from the public or the Board members relative to the BINA hearing, the Board closed the hearing. 

There was no oral or written testimony offered by the public in the TEFRA hearing. However, 

Board member Bean commented that the new bond issue will not increase the tax burden for 

residents because the payments will be made from the District’s annual budget and rent paid by 

Southland College Prep. The Board closed the TEFRA hearing without further comment from the 

public or the Board members. The Board will vote on the bond issue at the February 2018 Board 

meeting.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT ANALYZES DISTRICT ENROLLMENT  

Dr. Davis presented a report comparing District membership, by school, for December 15, 2017 

and January 12, 2018. She noted that the District’s enrollment is consistent with projections. 
 

Membership: December 15, 2017 

School Total 

Arcadia 451 

Huth  541 

Illinois  348 

Indiana 374 

Matteson 457 

Richton Square 181 

Sauk 350* 

Out-of-District 49* 

Total 2,751 

*Data from PowerSchool 
 

Membership: January 12, 2018 

School Total 

Arcadia 455 

Huth  542 

Illinois  348 

Indiana 373 

Matteson 455 

Richton Square 184 

Sauk 343 

Out-of-District 49 

Total 2,749 

*Data from PowerSchool 
 

 

 

 

 

Board of Education 

Alicia Rodman McCray, President; Ron Bean, Vice President; Kevin Murphy, Secretary; 

Sandi Gordon; Evelyn Green; Karen McCray; Felix Simpkins 

Superintendent 

Dr. Blondean Y. Davis 

 



 

 

 

 

DISTRICT MATERNITY LEAVES EXAMINED 
Dr. Davis presented a comparison of District maternity leaves during the 2016–2017 and 2017–

2018 school years.  
 

2016–2017  

Position School 

Teacher Arcadia 

Teacher Huth 

Teacher Illinois 

Teacher Illinois 

Teacher Richton Square 

Teacher Sauk 

Teacher Sauk 

Psychologist Total: 8 

 

2017–2018  

Position School 

Teacher Arcadia 

Teacher Huth 

Teacher Illinois 

Teacher Illinois 

Teacher Illinois 

Teacher Illinois 

Teacher Indiana 

Teacher Matteson 

Teacher Matteson 

Paraprofessional Richton Square 

Teacher Richton Square 

Teacher Sauk 

Teacher Sauk 

Teacher Sauk 

 Total: 14 

 

OUTSTANDING STATE CATEGORICAL PAYMENTS EXPLAINED 

Mr. Craig Englert, assistant superintendent of business services, addressed the Board regarding 

payments owed to the District by the state. He stated that the District has been paid all of the back 

funding that it was owed for prior school years. Mr. Englert stated that the District’s budget 

projections are on target. He noted that the following payments are now due to the District: 
 

Quarter  Outstanding Payment 
1st Quarter 17–18  $784,730 

2nd Quarter 17–18 $797,183 

Total owed by State of Illinois $1,581,913 

  

State backlog of bills: $8.23 billion  
 

Mr. Englert also reported that, to date, Cook County has issued general refunds pursuant to 

property tax appeal proceedings in the amount of $416,740. He noted that general refunds as of 

this date in fiscal year 2016–2017 were $1,080,144. 

 

EVIDENCE BASED FUNDING FORMULA STATUS REVISITED 

Mr. Englert presented a status report on the state’s evidence based funding formula. He explained 

that the timing of the District’s receipt of such funding is uncertain due to Governor Rauner’s 

amendatory veto of the legislation, providing a technical change to the new funding formula. Mr. 

Englert reported that the District had projected approximately $290,000 in additional funding  

 



 

under the new funding formula, prior to the Governor’s veto. Mr. Englert further explained that 

District 162 is currently receiving the same amount of funding that the state provided last year.  

 

DISTRICT PRESENTS PRESCHOOL FUNDING PROPOSAL  

Mrs. Yvonne Williams, chief special education officer, addressed the Board of Education 

regarding the District’s preschool grant funding proposal. She reported that the state is requiring 

all currently funded preschool programs to re-apply for funding. She stated that the District is 

requesting $1,216,000 to support half-day programming for three-year olds and full day 

programming for four-year olds at Richton Square School for the 2018–2019 school year. She 

noted that programs with the highest at-risk population will receive the greatest consideration. Mrs. 

Williams said that the state will notify programs of their grant approval on April 1. She noted that 

if the requested funding is approved, the District can anticipate funding at a similar level for the 

next five years.  

 

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS GRANT 

UNVEILED 

Dr. Davis reported that the District is applying for funding to better support its students and their 

families via twenty-first century community learning centers. Dr. Davis said that the funding will 

enable the District to extend the school day for middle school students until 4:00 p.m. She stated 

that, if funded, the District will pilot the extended day program at Illinois School. Dr. Davis said 

that the District also will provide for additional fine arts programming on Saturdays. Participation 

in the pilot will be optional and available to all middle school students in the District.  

 

2018 SUMMER PROGRAMMING ANNOUNCED 

Dr. Davis announced that the District will offer enhanced summer school programming this year. 

She stated that in addition to providing traditional academic summer school programming focused 

on reading and math, the District also will offer coursework in STEM (science, technology, 

engineering and math); fine arts (band, dance, art, choir, and strings); and foreign language. 

 

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

In additional business, the Board approved: 

 the employment of Amanda Aaron, paraprofessional at Arcadia School, effective  

January 8, 2018. 

 the employment of Brittany Woods, paraprofessional at Sauk School, effective January 8, 

2018. 

 the employment of Michelle Corrado-Derrig, paraprofessional at Richton Square School, 

effective January 11, 2018. 

 the employment of Renay Tucker, paraprofessional at Richton Square School, effective 

January 16, 2018. 

 the resignation of Diane Andrasco, paraprofessional at Richton Square School, effective 

December 29, 2017.  

 the resignation of Tiffanie Harris-Chavers, cook at Sauk School, effective  

December 15, 2017.  

 project authorization No. 1 pursuant to the Master Agreement with ARCON Associates, 

Inc., for the construction of an addition to the District’s building at 4601 Sauk Trail, in 

Richton Park, Illinois.  

 the authorization for the superintendent to enter a 36-month agreement with Source 

Power & Gas for electric supply for all District 162 buildings.  

 the authorization for the superintendent to enter a 36-month agreement with IGS Energy 

for natural gas supply for all District 162 buildings. 

 

WHAT’S NEXT 

Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., February 20, 2018 

 


